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Nixa School District

BY THE NUMBERS 3 
Number of counties 

within the Nixa Public 
School boundaries — 
Christian, Stone and 

Greene18 Number 
of Nixa Public Schools 
superintendents, from 
1927–2015

1,015,444
Total district building square footage

481 Number of students 
in the fourth grade — the largest 
class size for the 2014-2015 
school year

386Students in the  
2014-2015 graduating 
senior class

68.2%
Teachers with advanced 
degrees in Nixa

58.9%
Teachers with advanced 
degrees in Missouri

13.3
Average years of 
experience for Nixa 
teachers and staff 

12.3
Average years of 
experience in Missouri 

6,019Number of students enrolled in preschool 
through 12th grade in 2015

2,653Number of students enrolled in preschool 
through 12th grade in 1995

1,683 
Nixa High School enrollment in 2015

740
Nixa High School enrollment 1995

490
Number of certified 
staff in 2015

180 
Number of certified 
staff in 1995
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footsteps of 

HISTORY

Nixa’s Matney and Young visit 
infamous beaches of Normandy.

The Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial is a World War II cemetery and memorial in 
Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, that honors American troops.
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footsteps of 

HISTORY
Don Abernathy | Nixa Enterprise

Most everyone is familiar with the Allied 
invasion of Normandy June 6, 1944, 
that involved over 5,000 ships, 11,000 

airplanes and over 150,000 servicemen that for-
ever changed the outcome of World War II. The 
black-and-white fi lm reels show just a fraction of 
the invasion, leaving viewers with a sense of the 
battle, but no real connection.

However, for Nixa High School senior Barrett 
Young and history teacher Simon Matney, this 
summer’s once-in-a-lifetime visit to Normandy, 
France, helped them put a singular face to the 
more than 4,000 soldiers who were killed that 
day and a personal connection with one soldier 
in particular: Lt. Robert R. Martee, of Rich Hill.

Young and Matney were one of only two 
Missouri teams in the nation — out of only 15 
student-teacher groups total — selected to 
attend the Normandy: Sacrifi ce for Freedom 
Student and Teacher Institute funded by Albert 
H. Small June 20-July 2. Their assignment was 
to research a local soldier from their region who 
fought at Normandy and paid the ulitmate sac-
rifi ce. It’s called the Silent Heroes Project. Both 
Young and Matney submitted their own essays 
and resumes in order to be selected.

“We spent over 300 hours conducting re-
search on World War II in general and our silent 
hero’s life before and during the war,” Matney 
said. “Each student was also responsible for 
writing and reading a eulogy at the grave of their 
silent hero at the U.S. cemetery in Normandy. 

Barrett Matney

nOrMAnDY
frAnCe
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“The final aspect of our trip is that 
we must create a website dedicated 
to the life of our hero and then com-
plete two different public speaking 
engagements about our trip.”

Young and Matney did extensive re-
search on their soldier from Missouri, 
and Young gave his eulogy for Martee 
at at the soldier’s grave in Normandy, 
who died during the Allied assault at 
Utah Beach. 

“Matney and I focused on Utah, 
because that’s where our soldier 
fought,” Young said. “We visited 
Martee’s grave which is where I gave 
my eulogy. When we were doing 
research, we literally got the toughest 
guy to find, because his records were 
lost in a fire. The original National 
Archives building for Missouri burned 
down. All troop deployment records 
and his enlistment records are gone. 
All we had were misfiles about our 
soldier. We got lucky online and 
found the record of our soldier get-
ting the Silver Star and a post office 
box listed for him and that’s how we 
found out he trained in California.”

TIMELINE
For the first few days of the institute, 

Young and Matney spent time in the 
Washington, D.C., area listening to some 
of the top World War II historians. They 
researched the National Archives looking 
for information about Martee, attended a 
formal dinner at the White House Visitor’s 
Center and visited memorials and monu-
ments.

“We started at the University of 
Maryland and the first day we were 
all together we took a trip to Arlington 
National Cememtery and visited a variety 
of different people’s graves,” Matney said. 
“The next day, we visited the World War II 
Memorial. We had one of the designers 
of the memorial there to walk us through 
and explain what everything meant and 
how it was designed and why it was 
shaped the way that it is. We laid wreaths 
at the memorial and we had a Marines’ 
trumpeter come and play “Taps” and the 
entire place, with several hundred people 
there, and everyone just stopped what 
they were doing and showed respect to 
everyone who had died. That was a pretty 
cool thing.”

From D.C., Matney and Young flew to 
France and attended a formal dinner at 
the French Embassy and walked in the 
footsteps of history on the beaches of 
Normandy to see the battle sites first-
hand. They spent six days in Normandy, 
visiting both Utah and Omaha beaches 
and also traveled inland to see the towns 
liberated by Allied forces in the battles 
immediately following D-Day.

“In history we hear about the numeri-
cal effects, the problem is, every number 
has a story to it,” Young said. “All the dead 
have families, they have physical graves 
that still stand today, they have decen-
dents and to go through the wreckage 
that is still there today is impressive. You 
still have the craters, you still have bullet 
holes in all the old buildings, the churches 
still have blood stains in the pews, all the 
old stone from those buildings are still 
stained in blood from the battle. Every-
where you go in Normandy, you see blood 
and bullet holes. When you go along 
there you can see the loss of life. You’re 
not just hearing stories, part of those 
soldiers is still there. It’s just very, very dif-
ferent to actually see the consequences.”

Clockwise from top left, Young, 
left, and Matney at Big Red One 
Infantry Division Monument that 
sits atop Omaha Beach. Normandy 
Beach today is breathtaking. The 
Normandy American Cemetery 
covers 172 acres and contains the 
remains of 9,387 American military 
dead. A Normandy memorial 
honoring numerous airborne forces 
whose parachutes got snagged 
on church towers when they were 
dropped.
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PHYSICAL PERSPECTIVE
When the two arrived to Utah beach, 

it was low tide, which gave them a per-
spective the same as their silent hero, 
only without the bullets and artillery 
shells.

“Once we got to France, the first day 
we got there, we went to Utah Beach,” 
Matney said. “That was pretty amaz-
ing because we got there at low tide, 
which is when the soldiers landed. The 
distance between the water’s edge and 
the cliffs was staggering; you could 
barely see it. To think about soldiers 
having to traverse that distance under 
artillery and machine gun fire was in-
credible. It was at least 300 meters and 
it was probably more like 400 meters 
that they would have had to run, and 
that’s if they got dropped right at the 
water’s edge which a lot of them had to 
swim or wade through water first. Some 
of the sand was really compacted and 
some of it was really loose. We walked 
through it and I was kind of exhausted 
just walking and I wasn’t carrying any-
thing. Those soldiers were all weighted 
down with all kinds of gear. To run that, 

with your life on the line, would be a 
pretty amazing thing.”

Because of the trip, to the beaches 
and inland through the hedgerows of 
Normandy, Young now has one thing 
most Americans don’t have: Perspective.

“I have read about World War II a lot, 
but it’s one thing to read about some-
thing and it’s another thing to go to 
the location,” Young said. “Especially 
someone who is politically motivated 
like myself, to see the consequences 
of American policy, the good and the 
bad, the cemeteries of the civilians, the 
people who hang your flag in the street 
and praise you for liberating them. You 
don’t hear all the stories I heard in the 
United States, you could only hear 
those stories from locals who know 
their local history. It’s just very different 
to actually see the effects.”

Matney was in awe of the region, 
especially the preservation of key battle 
sites and the amount of evidence that 
remains today.

“All of this is juxtaposed with the ab-
solute beauty that this place has,” Mat-
ney said. “It is one of the most incred-

ible places I’ve ever been to. When you 
think about all the horrible things that 
people had to do while serving there, 
that was pretty nuts. Pointe du Hoc, 
overlooking Omaha Beach, was pretty 
incredible. It’s a park now and they’ve 
left a lot of it in place. The cliffs there 
were pretty impressive that the soldiers 
had to climb up. They shot grappling 
hooks out of boats, onto the cliffs, and 
soldiers had to climb those ropes under 
machine gun fire and take those cliffs. 
The bomb craters that kind of pepper 
that area, you could fit most people’s 
houses in them. They were just incred-
ible. The bombing and artillery fire that 
took place there was pretty massive. 
After reading accounts of it, but then 
seeing it first-hand, I had a newfound 
respect for the soldiers who scaled 
those cliffs. It’s not the same without 
being there.”

Inland, the hedgerows became ob-
stacles that the Allied forces weren’t 
prepared for and Young saw first-hand 
their size and now understands the 
difficulty soldiers had when faced with 
them once on the ground.

Clockwise from left, Young gave his eulogy at the grave of first Lt. 
Robert Raymond Martee, who was the subject of Young and Matney’s 
Silent Heroes project. Young, left, and Matney during their tour of the 
Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial in Colleville-sur-Mer, 
Normandy, France. Evidence of D-Day is still visible just off the beaches 
in wreckage and abandoned ships.
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“Probably the biggest misconception 
is that most of the fighting doesn’t occur 
on the beaches, it occurs in the hedge-
rows,” Young said. “The hedgerows in 
France are so old that they were around 
when the Romans were around. They 
planted hedge on top of a pile of stones 
and the vegetation would grow out of 
the pile of stones. The hedgerows had a 
rock-hard base and the people of Nor-
mandy would use these to mark who’s 
farms were which over the generations. 
The Allied forces couldn’t get past the 
hedgerows, because they were taller 
than a building. They couldn’t drive over 
it, they couldn’t cut through it because 
they are like a solid wall. The soldiers 
had trouble because they couldn’t see 
across and they had no idea if the 
Germans were on the other side and 
this was a big problem, especially for the 
airborne soldiers.”

THE CAPTURE OF 
CHERBOURG 

Each student was assigned to give 
a briefing in the field and Young was 
selected to give his on Utah Beach 
about the invasion of Cherbourg and the 
importance of the Allies taking the port. 

“During the battle of Normandy, 
soldiers were trying to take the port at 
Cherbourg, because it was an important 
port when it comes to supporting the 
troops,” Young said. “If the Allies get 
Cherbourg, then they would be able to 
ship all their supplies into Normandy. If 
they didn’t get Cherbourg, they would 
have had to run an oil pipeline all the 
way from Great Britain to Normandy. 
It was a deep port, so big ships could 

deliver goods and it was closer to Great 
Britain. If (German field marshall Erwin) 
Rommel would have had his way, the 
Allies wouldn’t have taken Cherbourg as 
quickly.”

RESPECT
“The most amazing part of the trip was 

the show of respect from everybody in 
the Normandy region of France,” Matney 
said. “They are probably more thankful 
and respectful of World War II veterans 
than Americans are. That was evident 
of everything we did and everyone 
we talked to. There were just as many 
American flags in the Normandy region 
— if not more — than French flags. There 
was a lot of respect shown and people 
were very, very thankful for the American 
sacrifice there.”

The respect locals still have for their 
American liberators is still evident in the 
way the memorials and cemeteries are 
cared for.

“Another unforgettable highlight was 
the Colleville-sur-Mer, the major Ameri-
can cemetary that overlooks Omaha 
Beach,” Matney said. “I had seen it in 
movies and while doing research, but un-
til you are there to see the shear scale of 
it, you wouldn’t believe it. It is absolutely 
meticulously maintained. It was impres-
sive to see how perfect everything was.” 

The two spent 14 days total on the trip 
and returned home to Nixa July 5.

“It was pretty amazing and I was 
incredibly honored to get to be a part of 
it,” Matney said. “It was a life-changing 
experience and I had no idea it would be 
that incredible every second. Everything 
about that area breathes history.”

“There were just as many American 
flags in the Normandy region — if not 
more — than French flags. There was a 
lot of respect shown and people were 
very, very thankful for the American 
sacrifice there.”

— Simon Matney
Nixa history teacher 
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The Lincoln Memorial on the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C. at sunset.



10          THE NEST   Nixa Public ScHoolS MagaziNE FALL 2015

447570ah

Get ConneCted Nixa working to give 
students technology tools.

Nixa Public Schools

nixa is taking a major shift in its focus 
and is getting  CONNECTED. This 
new district initiative seeks to take 

Nixa from where it is and move it forward 
as the district helps prepare students 
for their future — which for this year’s 
kindergarten students will happen when 
they leave high school in 2028.

The main focus is how students learn 
and how schools are educating them. 
Looking into the instructional practices 
of the district is Josh Chastain, executive 
director of digital learning. How students 
learn and what careers schools were 
preparing them for has changed and 
continues to evolve, forcing schools to 
change as well. 

From all of the research and discussion 
with various industries, including technol-
ogy, science, medical and other career 
fields, Chastain has found a strand of 
common themes: “Students need to be 
critical thinkers, communicators, collabo-
rators and creators.”

“Our students will use these learned 
skills to be successful in their future,” 
Chastain said. “Technology is the tool that 
creates learner-centered environments 
that are focused on the real world.”

And in this real world, schools are hav-
ing to provide students skills for jobs that 
don’t yet exist.  So, the skills that schools 
know students need are what is focused 
on.

Nixa Public School photos

The Nixa School District’s new CONNECTED initiative strives to help students be competent 
in technology. 
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“It can be argued that technology liter-
acy is as important as our core subjects,” 
said David Liss, executive director of 
technology. “Not many would argue that 
students need to know how to be suc-
cessful at reading, writing, math, history 
and science. As prolific as technology is 
in our world today, how then is it possible 
for us to fully educate students without 
them having a strong competency in the 
area of technology?”

This focus of the district will begin this 
year with Nixa staff who will be con-
tinually supported by researched-based 
professional development.

“We are focused on a multi-step, multi-
year approach to learning that will allow 
teachers to receive training from experts 
as well as guide staff to seek out and 
find learning that is based on their pro-
fessional development needs,” Chastain 
said.

And just as generations before have 
provided students the skills needed, Nixa 
is working to provide students with the 
skills they need to be successful, which 
happens to revolve around technology as 
a tool.

“Technological devices are a tool,” 
Liss said. “They won’t ever replace the 

teacher. But, they provide students with 
skills they need for the jobs they will be 
required to do in the future.”

As the district works to provide more 
technology to students as a part of the  
CONNECTED initiative, training of staff 
is only one part of it. Building the network 
to support those devices is also a major 
component. Liss has been focusing 
the technology staff on “building with a 
concentration on capacity, speed, redun-
dancy and security when it comes to all 
things that involve the district’s network.”

“Tools, by nature, are only useful when 
they are reliable, so we are doing all we 
can to create an environment conducive 
to maximizing their usefulness,” Liss 
said.

And, that is why the district is tak-
ing the slow and focused approach to 
implementing technology, making sure 
that staff receive training, networks are 
prepared and systems are in place. This 
will help Nixa make sure what is  decided 
is best for students and staff, rather than 
ordering devices just to say it provided 
them to students.

The main goal of  CONNECTED is to, 
as Liss said, “Create a safe environment, 
inclusive of exploration and failure, allow-
ing for creativity in learning to blossom.”Teacher Kara Kapitan assists student Selin Garcia. This year, Nixa is focusing on technology.
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In a technological age, 
digital media carries both 

positive and negative attributes.

BAD UGLYT
H
E

A T
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D E

Amber Duran | Nixa Enterprise

Since the beginning of time until 2003, fi ve exabytes — or one quintillion 
bytes — of information has been generated. Now, we create fi ve exabytes 
of information every two days, said former Google CEO Eric Schmidt in the 

2011 book, “Digital Marketing: Integrating Strategy and Tactics with Values.”
That’s information that encompasses everything — the good, the bad and 

the ugly.

The good
Facebook connects 1.9 billion monthly users all over the world. Innovations in 

medical technologies saves lives every day. People can travel all over the world in 
a 24-hour period. All of this is because of developments in new technologies.

For that reason, Josh Chastain, executive director of digital learning at Nixa 
Schools, said parents, kids, teachers and the like can’t focus on all the doom and 
gloom that seems to surround the conversation of technology.

“We see it as bad and ‘oh, I don’t want my kids doing this,’ 
but that’s not a digital native’s thought. A kid doesn’t see it 
that way. They just see it as a way to do things,” Chastain said.

Of course, in this digital age, kids have access to anything 
possible — part of the fi ve exabytes of information we pro-
duce every two days.

Shady websites are a click of a button or a question to Siri 
away. There are shady chatrooms and settings on mobile de-
vices that tell strangers where your kids are. All of this is alive 
and well in technology, but Chastain said kids are better digital 
citizens than we may give them credit for.

“I’m shocked at how much our kids know and how much they 
want to do the right thing,” Chastain said. “It’s about teaching our kids what right 
relationships are – try to be preemptive. We cannot say we know everything.”

In fact, while our instinct may fi rst be to censor everything our kids have 
access to or use technology as a discipline instead of what it really is — a 
tool for success — Chastain said we need to use technology for its intended 
purpose.

Chastain
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“The only 
issues we have is 
when we try to define 
what apps, programs and 
websites are appropriate for school,” 
Chastain said. “We are constantly in attack 
mode to determine what’s best for our kids. 
What we find out is that we try and shut everything 
down, then see a need for it and then we bring it back. We 
look and handle apps as a disciplinary thing, we don’t look at 
what we can do with it.”

Chastain urges parents to trust their kids.
“Yes, there are kids who are going to do the bad things with 

technology,” Chastain said. “They’re all going to do something. I have 
a 16-year-old, a 14-year-old and 9-year old and I have to trust what 
they’re doing on their mobile device.”

The bad and the ugly
Even with trust, the scary aspects of technology can’t be ignored. 

They need to be addressed.
David Liss, executive director of technology for Nixa Schools, said 

social media may not be allowed in schools, but teachers still try to 
educate kids on proper use.

“We teach in the schools responsible use,” Liss said. “One of the 
things we share is be very careful with what personal information you 
share. With social media specifically, making sure your account is locked 
down. When it comes to Facebook or anything like that, make sure your 
stuff is private and don’t allow public access to your Facebook site.”

“Social media is good for what social 
media is good for. Don’t abuse it 
and be aware of the dangers.” 

— David Liss
executive director of technology  

for Nixa Schools
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Liss said it can 
be innocent use of 

social media that can get 
someone in trouble.

“So, if I am a 13-year-old and I 
post a photo on Facebook saying I just 

saw this awesome movie and now I’m waiting 
for my mom to pick me up, you just told someone 

where you are and what your situation is. Do you realize 
what you’ve just done?” Liss said. “You need to turn off 

geographical mapping of pictures. That’s a big one.”
Often focus is aimed at social media sites, but when you 

delve into the Internet and see where the information you put 
on social media can go, you might think twice before sharing 
it.

Typing in your name on a site such as www.pipl.com, 

can put a new 
perspective on the 

information you share on 
the Internet.

Your name, date of birth, all the 
places you’ve ever lived, pictures of you, 

where you work and more is accessible at the 
click of a button on that site, but that’s only if your 

information isn’t locked down.
Liss said this is where the darker parts of technology come 

into play.
“I hate to get into the dark parts of it or even bring it up.  It 

really makes my blood boil,” Liss said.  “But predators really use 
social media to blackmail ... Its genesis is social media. It starts 
there and then goes into private texting and private conversations 
... Kids are getting tricked into trafficking that way.”

He said this darker side isn’t the norm, but it does happen.
“If you’re ever in an uncomfortable situation, don’t ever feel 

like you’re in too deep,” Liss said. “You have parents, you have 
police, you have teachers … It’s never that bad. You can get 
out of that circle.”

Liss said what’s important is properly using these 
technologies.

“Social media is good for what social media is good for,” he 
said. “Don’t abuse it and be aware of the dangers.”

Chastain said to focus on the positive.
“All the doom and gloom comes from all the things we know 

… We can find all of the bad easily, but we have to say it’s not 
all bad,” he said. “We have to stay positive.”

•	 	 The	2011	Internet	Crime	Report	from	the	
Internet	Crime	Complaint	Center	reported	that	
identity	theft	was	the	second	highest	complaint	in	
2011.	Of	the	top	five	reported	crime	types,	identity	
theft	accounted	for	almost	22	percent	of	complaints.

	 The	identity	theft	survey	released	in	2012	by	Javelin	
Strategy	and	Research	revealed	that	identity	fraud	
had	increased	by	13	percent	in	2011,	suggesting	that	
11.6	million	Americans	were	ID	theft	victims	in	2011.	
Despite	this	increase,	the	amount	stolen	remained	
steady.	The	mean	costs	to	resolve	the	crime	was	$631,	
which	was	the	highest	average	dollar	amount	since	
2007.

•	 	 Results	from	the	2010	National	Intimate	Partner	
and	Sexual	Violence	Survey	show	that	one	in	six	
women	—16.2	percent	—	and	one	in	19	men	—	5.2	

percent	—	in	the	United	States	have	experienced	
stalking	at	some	point	during	their	lifetime.

	 Most	victims	of	stalking	are	under	the	age	of	25.
•	 	 According	to	the	Centers	for	Disease	Control	

and	Prevention,	more	than	half	of	female	victims	and	
more	than	one-third	male	victims	of	stalking	say	it	
happened	before	the	age	of	25.

	 About	one	in	five	females	and	one	in	14	male	victims	
experience	stalking	between	the	ages	of	11	and	17.	
Receiving	unwanted	phone	calls,	voicemails,	and	text	
messages	is	the	most	common	experienced	stalking	
tactic	for	both	male	and	female	victims.

•	 	 In	2011,	statistics	of	cyber	stalking	victimization	
compiled	by	Who	showed	that	harassment	most	often	
originated	through	emails,	comprising	32	percent	of	
cases	followed	by	Facebook	with	16	percent.
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Construction relieves space constraints
Nixa Public Schools

Finding space is a consistent theme in Nixa and will 
continue to be as the district grows. The construc-
tion over the past year has allowed the district to help 
reduce space issues at the junior high, which was the 
one building with the most space issues from the rapid 
growth that happened over the past 15 years.

The addition of classrooms at the junior high in 2012 
and 2013 helped with learning space, but left other ar-
eas unaddressed. The construction in 2014 and 2015 
has helped the building with more classroom space 
as well as spaces for lunch and gym activities, both of 
which were designed for a population far smaller than 
the current junior high student count.

The remodeling also allowed the band and choir pro-
grams to get much needed upgrades since they were 
fitting hundreds of students into halls and side rooms. 
These programs will occupy space in the remodeled 
areas that were the lunch room and kitchen.

“We’ve had to get creative on spaces for learning 
and other programs at the school. With the additional 
classrooms, lunch space and gym space, we are 
excited to be able to better serve the students and staff 
with an amazing learning environment,” said Lori Wilson, 

Nixa Junior 
High School 

eighth-
graders Lexi 
Gerken, left, 

and Laney 
Holt, draw 

their names 
on the new 
NJHS gym 

floor in April.  
The new gym 
also doubles 
as a Federal 

Emergency 
Management 

Agency 
(FEMA) 

community 
storm 

shelter.

Don 
Abernathy/

Nixa 
Enterprise
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Construction relieves space constraints
Nixa Junior High principal.

While the junior high received a majority of the 
construction from the 2014 bond issue, the high 
school also saw a major expansion. The district 
added a FEMA safe room that will also be used as 
a weight room and wrestling gym during non-severe 
weather days. This expansion not only provides for 
addition gym and safety space, but allows the district 
to remodel other areas of the school into classroom 
space.

Mark McGehee is exicted to see more space for 
students.

“We are lucky to have these classrooms for special 
education classes,” he said. “It will be nice to be able 
to move classrooms out of spaces and into spaces 
specifically designed for learning. We are also get-
ting to move a classroom out of a mobile unit and 
back into the building. We are very appreciative of 
our community for their support of our schools.”

There was also a FEMA tornado safe room added 
at Nixa Junior High. This along with the tornado safe 
rooms at Nixa High School, Inman Intermediate and 
Mathews Elementary will be open to the public dur-
ing severe weather. Information on the FEMA safe 
rooms can be found at www.nixafema.net.
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Koffee With Kleinsmith Topics (2015-16)
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Faught Administration Center
Community Room (back of building)

301 S. Main St

For more information call 875-5400 x0 or visit 

www.nixapublicschools.net and find Koffee info under the District link

September 8
GO CAPS (High School Apprentice-
ship) Program & “New” CSIP  
(Strategic Plan) Review
(presented by Joy Horgan & David Liss)

OctOber 13 
CONNECTED Program

(presented by Dr. Josh Chastain & David Liss)

NOvember 10
The Benefits of a Healthy Activities/

Sports Program (presented by Brandon 

Clark & Marian House)

December 8
“New”DemographicStudy 

(presented by Preston Smith)  

               JaNuary 12 
School Food Service & Wellness Program

(presented by Bridget Blankenship & Dr. Kevin Kopp)

               February 9
No-Tax-Levy-Increase Bond Issue 
(presented by Dr. Josh Chastain, David Liss, &  

RaeLynn Anderson) 

              march 15
Counseling Services & Educational 

Psychologist Program
(presented by Scott Robinson & 

 Elizabeth Wilcox)     

               april 12
Violent Imagery and Its Effect 

on Children  
(presented by Officer Brent 

Forgey)         

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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CSIP is ‘guiding light’
Nixa Public Schools

Nixa is launching a new vision for its 
future this year with a new strategic plan, 
known as the Comprehensive School Im-
provement Plan or CSIP. This is the same 
process that has been used for the past 
15 years in the district to plan and develop 
what the district’s focus should be for the 
next three to five years.

The plan was developed through the 
work of over 200 Nixa community mem-
bers, teachers, staff and students.  Their 
research and guidance developed the plan 
that was presented and approved by the 
Board of Education in the spring of 2015.

The plan is important “because it 
provides us with a strategically placed 
‘guiding light’ for the district to travel by 
into a brighter future for those students 
we serve,” Nixa superintendent Stephen 
Kleinsmith said.

The idea of the strategic planning process 
is to provide a focus developed by the com-
munity to guide the district on where time, 
energy, effort and funding will be spent.

“It’s important to have a well thought out 
plan, otherwise there no telling where you’ll 
end up,” Kleinsmith said.

Kleinsmith said his main focus on devel-
oping the plan is making sure the communi-
ty is involved because, “Nixa Public Schools 
is the Nixa ‘community’s’ public school 
system … schools are for communities.”

Committees spend months looking into 
ideas, best practices and dreams to find 
out what was the best option for Nixa. 
These led to the following strategies ap-
proved by the board.
•	 We	will	research,	develop	and	implement	

plans to allow our students to acquire the 
21st century skills necessary for their 

future.
•	We	will	develop	and	
implement plans to chal-
lenge PreK-12 students 
by customizing their 
education to meet their 
interests, strengths and 
needs.
•	We	will	develop	and	
implement plans to 

reduce student behaviors which impede 
the educational process.

•	 We	will	develop	and	implement	plans	to	
expand at-risk programs for students in 
grades PreK-12.

•	 We	will	research,	develop	and	imple-
ment innovative structural systems to 
move beyond the traditional PreK-12 
school model.

•	 We	will	continue	to	research,	develop	
and acquire funding to achieve the 
district’s goals.

•	 We	will	develop	and	implement	plans	
to reduce over-extension by providing 
needed support for faculty and staff.
Each of these strategies has action plans 

that will be completed each year. This year 
the district will be looking at digital devices 
for students, credit card processing, ex-
panding vocational and career opportuni-
ties and streamlining many paperwork 
processes, just to name a few.

Looking back at the past 15 years of 
strategic planning, Kleinsmith said he 
has learned that “collective wisdom is the 
best way to secure a brighter future for 
the youth of our community. And, holding 
ourselves accountable for achieving strate-
gic results or lack thereof, is an important 
component of strategic planning.”

For more detailed information, visit www.
nixacsip.net.

‘All about 
the app’

Nixa Public Schools is going 
“all about the app” this year with 
communication, information and 
helping parents, students and the 
community stay connected.

All of the main monthly updates 
from schools will be coming through 
the app. With several problems with 
emails, phone calls and text alerts 
with service providers, the app 
will become the central focus of 
communication. The district will still 
use texts, phone calls and emails 
for various information, but the main 
focus will shift to the app.

Soon, we will be syncing grades, 
assignments, bus information 
and much more with the app so 
it becomes the central hub for 
information.

Kleinsmith
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Open fOr business
New Nixa registration center up and running.

Don Abernathy | Nixa Enterprise

The registration center for Nixa Public Schools is 
a dream come true for Executive Director of Finance 
for Nixa Public Schools Brenda Rantz.

“One of the strategies was to have a central reg-
istration center, so this is a dream come true,” Rantz 
said. “We had the enrollment process located at the 
high school and then the tech center while we were 
just dreaming this dream and now we’re here.”

From its inception as an idea to streamlining the 
registration process, to the building’s renovation that 
was completed this summer, the project has taken 
several years to complete. It is intended to help stu-
dents, parents and administrative staff in a variety of 

ways.
“The concept is that if parents had five children, 

they would have to go to five different schools in 
order to enroll their children,” Rantz said. “Now they 
come to one place and their information is entered 
here and by the time they actually go to the school 
building, the building staff knows they’re coming. So 
families can take care of all the paper work here.”

The registration process for new Nixa students now 
begins online. Parents must first go to nixaregistra-
tion.net to fill out the required preregistration forms 
and at the end of the preregistration process they 
can select their appointment time. If parents don’t 
have access to a computer at home, there are a bank 
of computers available at the registration center.

Don Abernathy/Nixa Enterprise

Nixa Public School’s registration building, located at 308 Little Eagle Dr., opened Aug. 3 to register 
new students to the district.
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“Parents will need proof of residency, birth certificate and 
immunization records to be scanned in and entered into the 
system,” Rantz said. “When the documentation process is 
complete, an email is sent to the appropriate school build-
ing, so the staff at each school is aware the new student is 
coming for a tour of the building.”

The registration center, at 308 Little Eagle Dr. — which 
was previously named Texas Street — is located just east 
of the post office off South Street. The center opened Aug. 
3 and is at the southwestern edge of the Nixa Schools 
administrative campus. 

It will be open 7 a.m.–3 p.m. through the end of the 
school year.

The center has six stations to process families, which 
means the amount of time spent at the center should be 
very short, even during times with heavy traffic. 

“During the busy times, we will have it set up to where we 
can process two families per station and we have three sta-
tions,” Carolyn Frazier, administrative assistant said. “That 
will mean we can do six families every 15 minutes. We have 
nine clerical substitutes that come in during August and 
help during the initial enrollment. Last year in August alone, 

we enrolled 641 new students.”
The district needed to buy the property 

where the road could connect the adminis-
tration campus to South Street. 

The house was a part of that purchase 
and remodeled for the new center.

“We needed the easement to this road 
and that was a private drive that belonged 
to this house,” Rantz said. “We needed the 
road so we bought the road and the house 
and property came with it.”

Nixa teacher Andy Hurlburt’s building trades class, which 
consisted of 19 students, took just over one year to com-
pletely renovate the house.

“Our high-school industrial technology students needed a 
project and we needed a center and it worked out perfect,” 
Rantz said. “You wouldn’t believe what it looked like before. 
They did an awesome job. We thought if it looked like a 
home it wouldn’t be so scary to little kids as their parents 
are registering them. It’s a perfect location, right on the 
administration campus, with access to parking. Everything 
worked out great.”

Don Abernathy/Nixa Enterprise

Carolyn Frazier, administrative assistant at the registration center, was key in the 
development of new procedures both online as well as in the center.

Rantz
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Outstanding Board of Education

Family:
Husband Jason and sixth-grade son Logan

What is the best part of your job as PTA president?
In general, it’s being involved with my son’s school and knowing what’s 

going on. I think a lot of parents don’t know what’s going on and feel left 
out, but if you get involved, you know what’s happening.

Why is JTSD an important school?
There are a lot of club options here and the students are exposed to 

so much more. This way of learning is perfect for hands-on, visual learn-
ers. It’s not just repeating what you read in a book, it’s hands-on doing 
and there are so many kids who learn better by doing things that way. 
The kids are a lot more involved. It’s really cool because it gets their brain 
going.

Why are you involved in PTA?
My dad was school board president for 20 years, Ken Richmond. My 

mom Jean was PTA president and my great-grandmother was one of the 
fi rst two PTA presidents in the district way back when. It’s just in my blood. 

What are your duties as PTA president?
I help the principal develop the calendar of events for the year and I help organize the com-

mittees for the events. I help work up the PTA budget for the year. A big part of my role is com-
municating with the staff on what they need from us. I also work with the Nixa PTA Council on 
what the council needs done. 

What is the purpose of your position?
The most important thing to me is making sure there’s open communication between the staff 

and the parents, because when you’ve got that communication there, then you’re just making it 
a better environment for the kids. If the staff’s not happy, or the parents aren’t happy, then no-
body’s happy. If we all work together, then the kids are going to have a much better experience.

How important is a strong PTA to a school?
It is so important to have a strong PTA group. Both parents and teachers — we are in this 

together. That’s what makes the full circle in order for the kids to learn. It takes teachers and 
parents and students all working together. I believe that if a kid doesn’t have a positive school 
experience in elementary school, it’s going to be a lot harder to get them through high school. 
To me, grades kindergarten through sixth is the time to build that foundation for the kids. Just 
for the kids to know that the parents and the teachers are a united front makes a huge differ-
ence in how a kid perceives school and the learning process. Without that it’s a whole different 
world for them.

Why were the building improvements and upgrades needed at JTSD?
Just the basic electrical improvement of using both outlets at the same time and we don’t 

blow a breaker will be a big help, because this is the oldest building in the district. There were 
a lot of things that needed to be done. The FEMA gym is very exciting, because we didn’t 
have two big spaces. It was hard from a PTA standpoint to plan things. Now this gives us more 
fl exibility and it allows us to do more for the stage, for the arts. The PTA bought a nice stage 
curtain and we are working on getting a stage for the drama club, so that can be separate from 
the gym. We had two separate playgrounds and we moved them together to where the lower 
playground was and that fl ow seems to work better.

MARILYN GUERNSEY:
John Thomas School of Discovery
Parent Teacher Association president

“It is so 
important 
to have 
a strong 

PTA group. 
Both 

parents 
and 

teachers 
— we are 

in this 
together.”

Don Abernathy | Nixa Enterprise
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Outstanding Board of Education

from our staff

The Missouri School Boards’ Associa-
tion selected 14 school boards as Mis-
souri’s Outstanding Boards of Education 
for 2015, including Nixa. The awards 
were announced at the 2015 MSBA 
Leadership Summit at the Lake of the 
Ozarks on June 13. 

The Outstanding Boards of Education 
awards were aligned to six specific cat-
egories of the Missouri Public Education 
Vision Project. Winners in the respective 
category were selected by a committee 
made up of school board members from 
districts throughout the state.

In the area of Teaching, Learning and 
Assessment, school boards for Affton, 

Center, Blue Springs, Knob Noster and 
Grandview C-4 received an award. The 
two school boards recognized for Gov-
ernance, Leadership and Accountability 
were Platte County and Festus. In the 
area of Physical and Environmental Re-
sources, Raymore-Peculiar and Smithville 
received an award. The Renick school 
board was recognized in the Climate, Cul-
ture and Organizational Efficacy category. 
The two school boards that received 
awards in Human and Organizational 
Capital were Springfield and Wright City. 
In the final category of Financial Resourc-
es, Lee’s Summit and Nixa school boards 
were recognized.

“These boards of education exemplify 
the characteristics of effective leader-

ship teams,” MSBA Executive Director Dr. 
Carter Ward said. “The board members in 
each of these districts are to be congratu-
lated for their dedication to the students 
in their district.”

The Nixa School District was also 
one of 23 Missouri school boards that 
received the Missouri School Boards’ 
Association’s 2015 Governance Team 
Award. This award is based on those 
school boards’ outstanding commitment 
to ongoing professional development 
in areas such as student achievement, 
school law and finance, board operations 
and contemporary issues in education. 
The award also recognizes their commit-
ment to regional and statewide leadership 
and to active participation in legislative 
advocacy for public schools and the stu-
dents they serve.

The Missouri School Boards’ Associa-
tion is a private, not-for-profit organization 
that exists to help school boards succeed.

The Nixa School Board was recently honored as an Outstanding Board of Education. Pictured is Mike Copeland, Linda Daugherty, RaeLynn 
Anderson, Brenda Rantz, Glenn Scott, Josh Roberts, Stephen Kleinsmith and Carter Ward.

Nixa Board also receives 2015 
Governance Team Award.
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